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“Kamakura, Home of the Samurai” bears testimony

Kamakura is the place where the samurai, led by Minamoto no Yoritomo, established the first samurai government in
Japan, which marked a revolutionary change from the aristocratic rule that prevailed before that to the samurai’s sovereignty.

The samurai took advantage of the defensive natural landforms of Kamakura, “encompassed by mountains on three sides
and one side open to the sea” and placed important administrative, defensive, and logistic centers such as Shinto shrines,
Buddhist temples, samurai residences, “kiridoshi” passes (transportation routes), and a port in functional locations. Many of
these central facilities were built in the spaces that were produced out of the mountain areas, mountain foot land, or valleys
that were characteristic landforms of Kamakura by fully employing the most advanced civil engineering techniques at that
time. As a result, the Buddhist temple complexes of the early large-scale Zen Buddhist temples of Japan and the distinctive
government seat that exhibits unique shrine/temple landscapes in unity with the mountain area were formed in Kamakura.

“Kamakura, Home of the Samurai” is the rare government seat that was constructed in a functional manner by the
samurai through active intervention on natural landforms.
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to the new era created by the samurai and its culture.

The samurai, who established its own government in Kamakura introduced Zen Buddhism from China actively, built the
spiritual foundation such as their own ethics and code of practice based on the emphasis on simplicity and sturdiness, and
succeeded in strengthening their power and creating their own unique “samurai culture” at the same time. The devout samurai
constructed many Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples, which played central roles in the creation and development of the
samurai culture.

The rule of the country by the samurai continued in Japan for approximately 700 years up to the end of the Edo Period.
This was the longest period of the existence of a government by a warrior class in the history of the world. During this
period, cultural traditions such as Zen and Tea that are deeply rooted in the present Japanese culture were conceived and
nurtured.

“Kamakura, Home of the Samurai” is the starting point of the nation-wide rule of Japan by the samurai and the testimony
of the creation of the samurai culture in this place, including the social system therein as well as new cultural aspects.

“Yabusame”
mounted archery

Kamakura surrounded by the mountain and the sea 448 “Zazen” seated meditation
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Component parts of “Kamakura, Home of the Samurai”

“Kamakura, Home of the Samurai” consists of the mountain area characterized
by defensive topography that exerted great influence on the samurai’s development of
their government seat and important elements such as Shinto shrines and Buddhist
temples that were built at the mountain foot and valley beds.

The important elements are eleven Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples and ten
archaeological sites of Buddhist temples, samurai residence, “kiridoshi” passes, and
port. These date back to the Kamakura Period, a period of approximately 150 years
from the end of the 12th century, when the samurai established the government in
Kamakura, to the early 14th century. Because Kamakura received the patronage of
the successive samurai governments after the Kamakura Shogunate as the birthplace
of the samurai government, it maintains the original shape very well. The mountain
area and the twenty-one important elements of “Kamakura, Home of the Samurai”
also have been passed down to the present and remain in good condition. Also, at
the compounds of Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples, the traditions of the samurai
culture are maintained and religious activities and related events are performed still
today.
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Shinto shrines and Zen Buddhist temples

—— FER B

—— Egara“"ljfnjinsha Shrine
UMY

e S N

Tsurugaoka Hachimangu
Shrine

1 I8OMEICREFHICEK ST
BERIC s R B
D LD DKM 72 b ; —
ELT EMmEZTTE AR - S
VBUA-HBILoRELT BRI \IB = EEBIC HE RN 25T &

i

HEELIBFTCLE. LCHEEINF L, ARIF14tHERICSHD
ZHREMEEZSNTVET,
Relocated to the existing location by Minamoto no Yoritomo in 1180. It .
was a very important place as the symbolic and spiritual center of the Worshipped as the god tha.t protects the
samurai government and as the stage not only for religious activities but Kamakura Shogunate together with Tsurugaoka
also for political and ceremonial purposes. Hachimangu Shrine. The main hall building is

thought to date back to the 14th century.

M5 F

Engakuji Temple
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Kenchoji Temple
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The first ashram dedicated to Zen Buddhism in Japan that was built, DICAPREESNE LIz BERSFEID HAITHH
receiving a Chinese high Buddhist priest, Rankei Doryu. It made a great SREET A ETREGEH R LKL,

contribution as the largest facility for the introduction of Chinese culture

to the establishment and development of the samurai culture. Built to monen for the victims who dicd

during the invasion by Mongolia without

o distinguishing friends and enemies. Together

%?ﬁ # with Kenchoji Temple, it played a big role in the
Jufukuji Temple establishment of Zen Buddhism in Japan.
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Zuisenji Temple
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The first Zen Buddhist temple in Kamakura, which

Y
was built on the site of the residence of Minamoto no o e
Yoshitomo, the father of Minamoto no Yoritomo. It is A Zen Buddhist temple built by Muso Soseki. Its garden that
profoundly associated with “Tea”, which is one of the was created by carving out the mountain is considered to show the
distinctive characteristics of the samurai culture. complete form of the early Zen Buddhist garden.
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Daibutsu (Great Buddha) of Kamakura and Buddhist temples associated with the Hojo clan
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A family temple of the Kanazawa-Hojo clan. It was also a stronghold
to protect the northeastern part of Kamakura. The Kanazawa Library,
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Daibutsu (Great Buddha) of Kamakura
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A bronze seated statue of the Buddha Amida with a height of
approximately 11.5 m, which was built for the protection of the Kamakura
Shogunate and the people. The robust and powerful beauty of art
expressed in it shows the powerfulness of the samurai and the samurai
culture.
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Jokomyoji Temple
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A Buddhist temple built by regents, Hojo
Tokiyori and Hojo Nagatoki. It was one of the
central Buddhist temples in the study of Buddhist
teachings in Kamakura. A pictorial drawing that
had been inherited in the temple shows the Hojo
clan’s construction of Buddhist temples very well.

which was set up at Shomyoji Temple, tells of the magnificence of the

samurai culture.
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Kakuonji Temple
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A Buddhist temple built by a regent, Hojo Yoshitoki. Its
tranquil religious space shows the characteristics of
Kamakura’s Buddhist temples’ landscapes very well. It was
one of the central Buddhist temples in the study of Buddhist
teachings in Kamakura.
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Gokurakuji Temple
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A family temple of the Hojo clan, placed at a strategic point
for transportation and defense purposes on the route from
Kamakura to Kyoto. The temple functioned as a center for the
salvation of the weak and poor and was given by the Kamakura
Shogunate the authority to maintain Wakaenoshima Port and
collect tax.
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Archaeological sites of Buddhist temples and a samurai residence

IR 5

Tomb of Minamoto no Yoritomo
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Yofukuji Temple Site
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The site of a Buddhist temple that was built by Minamoto no
Yoritomo, who defeated the Oshu Fujiwara clan, to pray for the souls of
the enemy warriors who died in war. This temple shows that the
Kamakura Shogunate intentionally promoted not only Shintoism but
also Buddhism in the early days of the shogunate. (Photo shows a
scene of an archaeological excavation.)
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Hokkedo Buddha Hall Site
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Ruins of Hojo Yoshitoki’s Hokkedo Hall
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The sites of buildings that were erected to pray for the souls of Minamoto no Yoritomo, the founder of the
Kamakura Shogunate, and Hojo Yoshitoki, the second regent who laid the foundation of the development of the
samurai government. (Right photo shows a scene of an archaeological excavation.)
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Toshoji Temple Site
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A family temple of the Hojo clan built by the third
regent, Hojo Yasutoki. It witnessed the fall of the
Kamakura Shogunate. (Photo shows a scene of an
archaeological excavation.)
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Hojo Tokiwa Residence Site
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It shows the characteristics of samurai residences built in spaces

that were produced by developing valleys. Placed close to the Daibutsu
Kiridoshi Pass, it enhanced the defense function of Kamakura.
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“Kiridoshi” passes and a port site
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“Kiridoshi” passes are roads that were created by cutting through the mountain.
They not only made possible incoming and outgoing transportation into and from
Kamakura, but also served as defense strongholds in combination with Buddhist
temples and samurai residences. In the surrounding areas, there remain
archaeological remains such as “yagura” caves in good condition.
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Nagoe Kiridoshi Pass
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Mandarado “Yagura” Caves
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It is a group of “Yagura” caves
in the largest-scale.
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Kamegayatsuzaka Pass
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Daibutsu Kiridoshi Pass
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Wakaenoshima Port
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The oldest extant archaeological site of a
manmade port in Japan. It was a center for trade

and exchange with other countries and other places
in Japan.
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To protect “ Kamakura, Home of the Samurai”
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The most of the mountain area that constitutes “Kamakura, Home of the Samurai” is designated as a Special Preservation District of
Historic Landscape under the Act on Special Measures Concerning the Preservation of Historic Landscape in Ancient Capitals (“Ancient
Capitals Preservation Act”). This designation restricts alterations to the existing landforms etc. and conserves the original landforms
dating from ancient times together with forests.

Most of the Shinto shrines, Buddhist temples, and “kiridoshi” passes that are important elements of the property are designated and
protected as Historic Sites under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties. In addition, many gardens, buildings, etc. that exist
within each important element are also designated as Historic Sites, Places of Scenic Beauty, National Treasures, and Important Cultural
Properties under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

In 1964, a residential development plan was proposed for the mountain area (Oyatsu District) in the background of the Tsurugaoka
Hachimangu Shrine, the central entity of Kamakura. In protest against this plan, local citizens, academic people, and Buddhist priests
collected signatures from people who support the petition to stop the plan and conducted intensive fund-raising campaigns. After the
concerted effort of the local community continued for approximately 1 year, their call for the preservation of historic landscape
successfully resulted in the cancellation of the development plan; local people even purchased the ownership of the land with the money
collected in fund-raising campaigns (the first national trust movement in the history of Japan).

This movement eventually gave birth to the enactment of the Ancient Capitals Preservation Act in 1966. The enactment of this
Ancient Capitals Preservation Act is a symbolic event showing that Kamakura is the birthplace of the preservation of ancient capitals in
Japan and that “Kamakura, Home of the Samurai” has been preserved up to the present through the efforts and ownership of local people.

Kamakura has a tradition of long-lasting efforts to protect historic heritage and natural environment. It is the responsibility of those
who live in the contemporary age to ensure the conservation of these historic heritage and natural environment that have been handed
down as the foundation of Japanese culture and to pass them on to future generations.

The significance of the inscription on the World Heritage List is to ensure the transmission of “Kamakura, Home of the Samurai” to
the future.
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The buffer zone is an area that is set out surrounding the World Heritage property area in order to conserve landscapes and
settings. Its extent is shown in the map on page 3.

The buffer zone itself is not part of the area to be inscribed on the World Heritage List. However, it is required to put in place
appropriate control measures based on laws and regulations that provide for building height limit etc., depending on the specific
environment and conditions of the property.

In Kamakura, to be specific, compliance with the existing control measures through the Scenic Zone based on the Scenic Zone
Ordinance, the Landscape District based on the Landscape Act, etc. is considered to meet the requirements of the buffer zone for the
World Heritage inscription.
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Hand-in-hand with citizens -- Activities of the Kamakura World Heritage Inscription Promotlon Council
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“Kamakura, Home of the Samurai” School

In Kamakura, awareness-raising activities have been conducted by citizens and the local government in cooperation toward the
inscription on the World Heritage List. The Kamakura World Heritage Inscription Promotion Council, which was set up in 20006,
plays a central role in this. The Kamakura World Heritage Inscription Promotion Council plans and organizes a variety of
programmes and projects with the participation and cooperation of various groups, including “Kamakura, Home of the Samurai”
School, workshops, lectures, publication of newsletters and “Kamakura, Home of the Samurai” maps, and production of
awareness-raising goods.

Why don’t you join the activities of the Kamakura World Heritage Inscription Promotion Council ?
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Kamakura World Heritage Publicity Booth

The Kamakura World Heritage Publicity Booth has been set up, so that citizens and
tourists can understand better the significance, objective, and content of Kamakura’s
efforts toward World Heritage inscription. The content of “Kamakura, Home of the
Samurai”, which is nominated for inscription on the World Heritage List, is explained
with photos and other visual materials.

Location: Kamakura Lifelong Learning Center (Kirara Kamakura). Ground floor.

2 minutes walk from JR Kamakura Station (East Exit)

Working hours: 9:00 to 18:00 (Closed on the last Monday of the month from January
to November and from the 28th of December to the 3rd of January)

Admission: Free

Explanation is provided in Japanese, English, Chinese, and Korean.
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Kamakura City
(World Heritage Inscription Promotion Division)
18-10 Onarimachi, Kamakura City 248-8686
TEL +81 (0)467 61 3849 FAX +81 (0)467 23 1085
sekaiisan@city.kamakura.kanagawa.jp
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